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SUBJECT: NATIONAL ASSEMBLY TAKES UP BUDGET 

1. PARLIAMENTARY CONSIDERATION OE BUDGET ENTERS FINAL STAGE 
TODAY, FEBRUARY 16, WITH ITS PRESENTATION BY MINFINANCE 
ERGENEKON TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. A KEY VOTE ON APPROVAL 
OF THE BUDGET AS A WHOLE COULD COME LATER TODAY OR TOMORROW. 
ALTHOUGH THE OPPOSITION REPUBLICAN PEOPLE'S PARTY (RPP) 
ASSEMBLY GROUP HAS DECIDED TO VOTE AGAINST THE BUDGET, PASSAGE 
SEEMS VIRTUALLY CERTAIN AND THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WILL THEN 
BEGIN AN ITEM BY ITEM CONSIDERATION OE THE BUDGET, CONCLUING 

IN A FINAL VOTE NO LATER THAN MARCH 1. 

2. THE BUDGET WAS APPROVED BY THE SENATE EEBRUARY 12, 

OVER RPP OPPOSITION, BY A NOTE OF 84-64-1. IN THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY DEBATES, THE RPP ALONG WITH GOVERNMENT COALITION 
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PARTY NATIONAL SALVATION PARTY (NSP) WILL MAKE A PROBABLY 
SUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO INCREASE THE SALARY DENOMINATOR FOR 
CIVIL SERVANTS. NSP COOPERATION WITH THE OPPOSITION RPP ON 
THIS SUBJECT, WHILE LIKELY TO CAUSE A FURTHER STRAIN IN 
INTRA-COALITION HARMONY, WAS EFFECTIVE IN THE SENATE, AND ITS 
REOCCURRENCE IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WILL LIKELY NOT 
JEOPARDIZE FINAL PASSAGE OE THE BUDGET. 
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